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Our Open Door Vision
Statement-......

“Our vision is to be a church with
an Open Door for all people to
come in and for us to reach ouft,
responding to the needs of the
community and spreading the
Good News of Jesus Christ.”



MINISTER’S LETTER

Dear Friends,

We have recently been building and establishing raised
beds and are enjoying planting, growing and tending our
range for vegetables and herbs. One bed is looking healthy
and full of life, with glorious smells coming from the
rosemary, oregano, curry plant and sage, with tall tomato
plants and vibrant cabbages.

We have not really had to spend much time on this one,
and since planting, a little plant food and occasional water
(the rainy weather has helped out this year!) have
succeeded in providing a great crop which we can now nip
out and take the odd cutting of when cooking a meal and
are looking forward to some yummy tomatoes in a few
weeks.

Our other raised bed, however, has not been so successful.
We are on runner beans round two, and a raspberry bush
we planted has not made much progress. Whilst this is a
little disappointing, we have not given up. We regularly
research what to do to help them improve and spend more
time on these plants pinching out or helping them grow
upright with canes and support where we can.

So, on one hand it feels like we are putting a lot of effort
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into something that is not getting the results we might
expect, but on the other when we do get to sit down with a
couple of raspberries or green beans, the work we have put
in to grow them somehow makes them taste all the more
delicious!

| think we can sometimes reflect on the things we do in our
churches in the same way. Those activities that just seem
to get very visible results, especially in terms of numbers
perhaps, are successful — and we can be tempted to make
sure we focus our energy on those projects as we know
what the outcome will be.

But those activities that don’t quite seem to attract enough
people, or fluctuate in numbers, sometimes lead us to
conclude that it isn’t working or achieving what we wanted
to achieve, leaving us disheartened.

In those cases, however, | think we sometimes miss the
small changes we might make to people’s lives — perhaps
we don’t appreciate where we can impact people in a
positive way. And | wonder if, like the raspberries, we ever
step back and feel positive that the work we put in for
something that seemed challenging or difficult, has still
rewarded us?

So perhaps it is also healthy for churches to step back and
reflect in the same way. Those things that are like the herb
bed, successful and self-sufficient could be managed in the
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same way — with a little bit of focus and letting God take
care of the rest.

And those activities that need more direction, like our
vegetables, might, although it might take longer and more
effort, produce fruit that we can share with each other, and
those around us.

Blessings

Paul

SECRETARY’S BITS AND PIECES FOR AUGUST/
SEPTEMBER 2024

As | write this, we've just had two of the hottest days of the
summer so far, but generally summer has been a bit of a wash
out and our Garden Café has had to stay closed on several
occasions. Let’'s hope summer makes a welcome appearance
in August and September.

At our recent annual Church meeting, Barbara Waite stood
down from our eldership, after completing a three year term.
This left us with three vacancies to return to our ideal number
of nine elders, but unfortunately there were no nominations on
this occasion.

Our Centre Manager, Andrew Collins, who has been working
off-site for much of the last two years, will be back working in
the Church office, in the cottage, from the end of July - a very
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welcome return. His working hours are Tuesday - Thursday
8.30 — 2.30 and Friday 8.30 — 1.30. Barry Dalton, our general
maintenance/caretaker person, works just two mornings a
week, Monday and Tuesday 8.30 — 1.30.

Many of our grandchildren are awaiting exam results. A very
nerve-wracking time — not only for the young people but for
their families also. We hope they get the results they expect
and require and our thoughts and prayers are with all young
people as they move on to new classes, new schools or
university.

We recently received a letter from the Synod Pastoral
Committee, outlining plans of a proposal for discussion
concerning the deployment of ministers in the South West area
of the Wessex Synod. You should all have seen this letter and |
ask that you read it carefully, as it affects us! There will an
extra-ordinary Church meeting directly after service on
Sunday, August 11" and we hope as many of you as possible
will be able to attend - this will be your opportunity to have your
say.

The Fellowship and Fundraising team is planning a garden
party in the Church garden on Friday, August 16", starting at
3.00 pm. Do come along and enjoy an afternoon tea in the
surroundings of our lovely garden. Once again, we must thank
the small, but happy band of gardeners for all their hard work
in making the garden such a beautiful oasis of peace and
tranquillity just off the High Street.



After the resounding success of the ‘Fellowship Breakfast’
back in April, there is to be another one, on Sunday,
September 1%. Once again, our men will be ‘in charge’l
Something to look forward to.

Our harvest service is on September 29" this year. All donated
goods will be given for the work of the Basics Bank.

Enjoy the coming summer months, whatever you're doing. If
you're off on holiday, don't forget to take a photo for our
magazine ‘postcard from’ slot.

Margaret

LYMINGTON URC DIARY

COFFEE MORNINGS:
The Open Door Café, hopefully every morning except
Tuesday, from 10 a.m.

WORSHIP:
Note: The Prayer Group meets on Wednesday at 9.15 a.m. at
Church.

AUGUST
4™ 10.30a.m.  Worship including communion

led by Rev'd Geoffrey Gleed
11" 10.30 a.m.  Worship led by Rev’d Paul O’Connor
18" 10.30 a.m.  Worship led by Mary Ann Jardine

25™  10.00 a.m.  Worship led by Mr Sean Brown



SEPTEMBER

1% 10.30 a.m.

8" 10.30 a.m.

15" 10.30 a.m.
22" 10.30 a.m.

29" 10.30 a.m.

Worship led by the worship group

Worship with communion
led by Rev'd Paul O’Connor

Worship led by Mrs Thelma Roberts
Worship led by Rev’d David Newman

Worship for Harvest Festival
led by Mr Tony Bennet

CLOSING DATE FOR OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 'OPEN

DOOR':

20" SEPTEMBER 2024

Free Wi Fi connection to the internet available in the Open Door Cafe,
balcony, main hall and cottage meeting room areas. Just ask for the

required passwords!

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Change of email address from Janet Taylor:
janetmooseyg@gmail.com




Postcowd fromv Cologne

I recently spent av holiday in Cologne where
my stepsonv Gawviw lives inv v village very close
to- The Rhine. We had av Day Cruise ovw the
Rhine where yow cowv see beautiful scenery.
It is very hilly and there are several castles
adong the route (unfortunately it was
raining and, misty most of the timel). We

caught v lawrge Ferrvy from the vilage ands
had our lunchvonboard.

After about 4 houry we stopped and spent arv
howr inv ov very lovely village called Unke.
We also- passed through the industrial avear
of Bovwv. Whew I was at school I rememlber
that Bovuwv was the capital of West Germany,
of course since unification it iy now Berliv
Apout fromv Bovwy, there ave moany villages
but only one bridge so- there are loty of
smoll fervies which cross the river. These owe
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well wseds by cyclisty and pedestrians. We
had o good look around the village and
had cake with creawm whichv seems to- be

Cologne itself is av very busy and cleawv city
dominated by the Gothic Cathedval withv ity
very talll towers. There iy a very good
transport system theve. Whilst inv the aweav
we used taxis, buses, underground, trams
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ond traing.  Cologne was of course bombed
duwring World Waw 2. The first stone of the
Cathedral was laid inv 1248 and althoughv
it looks finished;, apparently there is st
work to- do- for the complete restovation. I
liked) the Cathedral as wnlike other
Catholic cathedralsy it was not ornate and
the stain glass windows were magnificent.
The remaing of The Thwee Wise Men!! are
contained inv av lawge goldern casket (well
supposedly the remaing but thisy s
questionable).

Gavivw was o excellent guide and took me
to- several chuwuches. The most interesting
was the Chuurchv of The Madonna whichy was
restored, after WW2 and rebuidlt inside the
ruing  of the original chwwch and
suvounded by av concrete wall.

We went to- the oviginal shop where Joharw
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Mariw Forinaw inwented Eaw De Cologne
and, the nuwmber 4711 whichv s onw the
merchandise s actually the number of the
shop and st is.  We also- went to- v Cello-
Recital given by av young Italiown musician.
It was inv o Chapel whichv was pawt of v
Corwent (it i now houses) but the Chapel
has become anw Arty Centre. We visited the
oldest cafe inv Cologne “Cafe Relchawrd’
where we again enjoyed cake and cream/!!

I thoroughly enjoyed my stay invthe Cologne
awvea and wouldd recommend av visit.

Aruwv Simmons
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The

United
Reformed
Church
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E£105ign up inthe hallor
call Andrea 07840824172
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John Wiseman- what an
excellent pitmaster - our chef

par excellence!

Despite inclement weather, everyone who came to our BBQ before
the Annual Church Meeting had a smashing time. We had good food
and even better company! Thank you to all who helped in any way.
Here's hoping we can repeat it next year - but maybe with a little
sunshine too so we can use the garden!

t_F"' Join us for a Fellowship Breakfast
4 _ Sunday 1" September. Food cooked
= w and served by the men. All welcome

before the service!

The Warblers’ Singing Group will be

entertaining us again over a delicious fuap *:L:, ,_.'-.(
cream tea- Friday 18" October 2.30pm. R g e
Details nearer the date.

G!mh rﬂﬂ
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ROTAS FOR AUGUST

COMMUNION SUNDAY: 4"

COMMUNION ELDERS: Margaret and David

DUTY ELDER READING IN CHURCH
4™ Dave Best Ann Simmons
11" Margaret Clark Margaret Clark
18" David Bywater John Wiseman
25™ Chris Brown Wyn Davies
STEWARDS SOUND SYSTEM
4" Pat Weaver DW/MC
11" Gill Wiseman DB/GC
18" Anne Gaines WD/MC

25" Lizbeth Eason and Janice Sellars DW/MC
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ROTAS FOR SEPTEMBER

COMMUNION SUNDAY: 8"

COMMUNION ELDERS: Richard and Dave

DUTY ELDER READING IN CHURCH
1% Richard Mallory Barbara Waite
8" John Wiseman Keith Holmes
15" Dave Best Lizbeth Eason
22" Margaret Clark Richard Mallory
29" David Bywater Pat Weaver
STEWARDS SOUND SYSTEM
1% Andrea Best DB/GC
8" Janice Perkins WD/MC
16™ Liz Griffiths DW/MC
22" Andrea Best DB/GC
29" Pat Weaver WD/MC
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The United
Reformed Church

Please order online using the URC Bookshop's new

easy-to-use website www.urcshop.co.uk
or by calling 020 7916 8629.

Jubilee Scarf - By popular demand from scarf
wearers and those wanting fabric for other purposes, a
lightweight polyester scarf measuring 2m x 8ocm in the
new anniversary blue and multi-coloured fish design.
£7.99 +p&p.

A pair of jubilee socks, designed by Holy
Socks. Each pair comes with details about the URC and a
reflection on Faith, Hope and Love by Holy Socks founder
Margaret Wyllie. Available in two sizes, 4-7 and 6-11.
£5.95 +p&p.

(Other ‘Jubilee' items available)
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L1
C)akhaven
cdare

Live-in
care

there for you
when you
need it

Our live-in caregivers praovide

not only support with activities Find out more by visiting
of daily living but olso OakhavenCare.co.uk
companionship, which can help

combat loneliness and isolation. or call us for a chat on
Live-in care can provide peace of mind 01590 646 440

for family members who may worry about
their loved ones living alone. Knowing
that a trained caregiver is there to aid
and support can be comforting and
reassuring.

Live-in care can be more flexible than
other types of care arrangements,
allowing clients to maintain their

independence while still receiving the
support they need.

1Tl 2an T recgulre | 1ve-ir

DUt o nz-sd some axtra help, we
may e abkle 1o provide hngh-guality
QOrmICiiary care ifn your Bome

Conltlactusto f 4 cut mari




Whilst every care is taken to
ensure information within
the advertisements and
posters on display in the
magazine is accurate, Lym-
ington URC does not accept

any liability to any party for
any errors or omissions.
Lymington URC does not
officially endorse the adver-
tising material included on
any external organisa-
tions’ adverts/posters.

Maigy f@‘q@

Happy Friendly Local Cleaner
Happy to help whether cleaning or
caring,
daytimes including evenings and at
weekends
References always available
Please phone to book a cleaning
appointment

Mobile 07361 616301

Photography D
: www.renoufdesign.co.uk
01590 678912

Wedding Photography from £200 with album and online gallery
Free portrait, Engagement, Baby and product photo shoots,
Bespoke web sites, business cards, invitations, brochures...
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If you wish to adver-
tise in The Open Door
magazine (6 issues per

year),
please contact the
Lymington URC for more
details.
Competitive rates, both
mono and
colour adverts

accommodated in quarter,
half and full page sizes!” United Reformed Churc™

Dementia
Friendly
Hampshire

TRAIDCRAFT

Fighting poverty through trade

PLEASE NOTE: This magazine is printed on paper from
renewable sources out of our concern for the environment.
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CONTACT DETAILS

Minister: Rev’d Paul O’'Connor
e-mail; revpauloconnor@yahoo.com

Church Secretary: Margaret Clark. Tel 01590 676306
e-mail: secretaryurclym@btinternet.com

Magazine Editor:  Wyn Davies. Tel 01425 616384
e-mail: WynBDavies@sky.com

Church web site:  http://www.lymurc.org.uk/
Tel 01590 676306
e-mail: adminurclym@btinternet.com

Other web sites that list the church:
http://www.joinmychurch.com
http://www.findachurch.co.uk
http://www.searchchurch.co.uk

Centre Manager: Andrew Collins.
adminurclym@btinternet.com

Basics Bank web site:
http://www.basicsbank.org.uk/
Tel 01590 610008
E. admin@basicsbank.org.uk

Charity No: 115017




